Amended & Enacted 8/23/11


Amended 8/23/11


Introduced by Council Member Gaffney and amended by the Rules Committee:
ORDINANCE 2011-487-E
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING THE BRIDGE-THE-GAP, INCORPORATED NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATION AND THE REQUIREMENTS OF CHAPTER 118 (CITY GRANTS), ORDINANCE CODE; FORGIVING THE BRIDGE-THE-GAP, INCORPORATED FOR EXPENDING FUNDS NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE APPROVED GRANT BUDGET AS ANY DEFICIENCIES IN BOOKKEEPING AND FUND TRANSFERRING REQUIRED BY ITS GRANT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009-2010 FOR CITY GRANT NO.7632-13; DIRECTING THE REMOVAL OF BRIDGE-THE-GAP, INCORPORATED FROM THE COUNCIL AUDITOR’S NON-COMPLIANCE LIST; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, The Bridge-the-Gap, Incorporated (Bridge-the-Gap) is a not-for-profit agency that has provided community services to low-income seniors, including those with physical, mental & behavioral disabilities in the City of Jacksonville, and has, in the past, received miscellaneous appropriations and public service grants that provided services to the Jacksonville community; and
WHEREAS, Bridge-the-Gap has historically provided the described public services effectively, with honesty, integrity, and without complaint; and
WHEREAS, Bridge-the-Gap received public service grant Contract No. 7632-13 in the 2009-2010 fiscal year, for the purposes of providing food, clothing, literacy programming, personal care, & respite care, the grant was specifically allocated for salaries and payroll taxes for the Program Director and Staff Accountant; and
WHEREAS, in regards to their city grant, grant documents required that any changes to the budget be approved in writing by the City’s Contract Administrator prior to the expenditure of such funds and funds transferred from line item to line item receive prior written approval from the City, however, unapproved transfers were discovered by the Council Auditor’s Office; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of the Council Auditor’s Office receiving the required annual report after the deadline and the subsequent unapproved budget changes, Bridge-the-Gap was placed on a “non-compliance” list which precludes Bridge-the-Gap from receiving further City appropriations; and 

WHEREAS,  Bridge-the-Gap has established procedures designed to avoid making the same or similar errors in the future, and Bridge-the-Gap has otherwise been an effective not-for-profit public service provider, and is otherwise qualified to administer grant funds of the City; and 
WHEREAS, legislation is required to remove Bridge-the-Gap from the Council Auditor’s non-compliance list; and 
WHEREAS, the Council finds that removal of Bridge-the-Gap from the non-compliance list is in the public interest; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Removal from Non-Compliance List.
The City of Jacksonville hereby forgives The Bridge-the-Gap, Incorporated (Bridge-the-Gap) for any grant administration errors that may have occurred with regard to Fiscal Year 2009-2010 city grant, Contract No. 7632-13, including not spending the grant in accordance with the budgeted amounts, and directs the Council Auditor to remove Bridge-the-Gap from the non-compliance list.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.
Form Approved:

      /s/ Steven E. Rohan      _ 
Office of General Counsel 
Legislation Prepared By: Steven E. Rohan
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